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from it? The Jews are the only people in the world
attempting to do so. That is their uniqueness. The
attempt is none the less real because it issued originally
from their history rather than from their conscious-
ness. Their history has identified their collective
existence with religion. Because some Jews are
trying to break this connection and put in its place a
commonplace national-political aim for Jewish life,
it becomes necessary for the Jews to realize fully the
religious basis of their collective existence and to
strive consciously to maintain it. For in it lies their
supreme value for humanity. Their experiment will
show the power of religion.

It is often asked: If the Jews have a religious
mission, where are their missionaries? Christians
have sometimes reproached Jews for having no mis-
sionary activity, and depreciated Judaism for its lack
of missionary zeal. The critics are misled through
the application of Christian ideas to the Jewish
religion. They look at it through Christian eyes,
and naturally miss much which those eyes are not
trained to detect. They look in Judaism for what
they know in Christianity, and, not finding it in
exactly the same form, come to the conclusion that it
does not exist there at all. The missionary motive
does exist in Judaism, and it may even be described